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Study abroad in the US with ISEP



About ISEP

• Network of more than 100 unis in the United States 

• Apply for up to 10 universities

◦ ISEP (located in Arlington, USA) places you at one of them

https://www.isepstudyabroad.org/


ISEP Exchange

• ISEP Exchange: study abroad without tuition fees



How it works

• Semester or full year spot is swapped with student from another ISEP exchange university

◦ Accommodation (usually in dorms)

◦ Meal plan (min. 10 meals per week or equivalent)



Benefits of ISEP Exchange

• Open to all degree programs (Bachelor and Master)

• No tuition fees

• Study abroad for a semester or an academic year

• Complement studies with an internship

◦ Max. same duration



Program costs and fees
• Similar costs to studying in Linz (accommodation, meals..) 

◦ 1 semester 3200 EUR/ 2 semesters 6350 EUR (2024/25)

• Program fee

◦ US $ 550 (=US $ 100 application plus US $ 450 placement fee) 

• Compulsory ISEP health insurance: US $ 28 per week

• TOEFL fee: $ 280 (for example: http://testing.oead.at/)

• Visa fees

• There might be course fees for laboratory etc. (carefully read details on ISEP homepage: up 

to 155 dollars per course, according to reports)

http://testing.oead.at/


Scholarships and financial aid
• Students receiving a study grant

◦ Study grant abroad (Austrian Study Grant Authority)

 EUR 327 (or EUR 487 „Selbsterhalterstipendium“) per month (USA 2024/25)

◦ Plus JKU study abroad scholarship: 1575 EUR/ semester

• All other students

◦ JKU study abroad scholarship

 EUR 1575/semester

• ADDITIONALLY, for students with main residence in Upper Austria

◦ IPS scholarship
 max. EUR 100 /month

 plus travel allowance



Prerequisites at time of application

• Active degree seeking student at the JKU

• First semester Bachelor/Diploma students must not apply



Prerequisites at beginning of stay

• Active degree seeking student at the JKU

• Language skills (language of instruction):

◦ English: B2 (usually TOEFL score)

◦ All other languages: A2/B1 

• On Bachelor‘s level: min. 2 semesters, min. 40 ECTS and „StEOP“ successfully completed at JKU 

• On Master‘s level: min. 1 semester and min. 20 ECTS successfully completed at JKU

• Actively taken exams (at least 16 ECTS completed, „prüfungsaktiv“ ) in previous two semesters



Workload abroad

• Compulsory in the US

◦ Full workload (equivalent of 30 ECTS per semester at JKU)

 Usually five courses/ semester

 Sports don‘t count

• Full Workload ≠ Fulltime enrollment



Finding a host university

• https://www.isepstudyabroad.org/united-states

◦ Law: search for Criminology, International Relations, Political Science, Public Administration, 

Peace Studies etc. 

• Top four unis on the list of ten are crucial

◦ Check “Chance of Placement” (excellent to most competitive)

• Reports

Trimester are only recommended when studying abroad for an academic year

https://www.isepstudyabroad.org/united-states
https://www.jku.at/en/degree-programs/international-students/jku-exchange-go-abroad/exchange-programs/#c52236




Application documents

• Europass CV in English

• Photo (passport size) 

• Transcript of Records

• Letter of motivation including planned TOEFL test date  

• Preliminary course list/focus and list of host institutions

◦ incl. chance of placement!

ISEP is just ONE priority: select up to three



How to find the
Chances of placement

• https://www.isepstudyabroad.org/united-states

◦ „Find a Program“

◦ „Details“

◦ „Chance of Placement“

◦ Most competitive only once and as first priority

◦ Good chance of placement recommended as one of top four

https://www.isepstudyabroad.org/united-states


Application and deadlines

1 December 
2024

Online 
application

If 
nominated:

TOEFL
mid-January 
2025 at the 

latest

January 2025
Info session:

ISEP application 
step two 

https://www.jku.at/en/degree-programs/international-students/jku-exchange-go-abroad/application/


Contact us

• International office: https://www.jku.at/en/the-international-office/team/
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